Proposal to ban the pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church

Some people say the intolerance towards the Catholic Church is on the increase. Regardless of the veracity of that claim, the fact remains the Catholic Church has made and continues to make a great deal of damage to people. With its pursuit of activities, it has brought forward tens of millions of deaths and tortures, founding them on its fundamental document – the Bible. This document surely contains some high ethical principles, such as the Ten Commandments or the Sermon on the Mount; however, the majority of the book is extremely negative. Namely, it contains violence, extreme cruelty, instructions for killing, revenge, torture, hatred, and persecution of people of different mentalities and religion, mass killing of women, children and the elderly, glorification of war, cruelty towards women and children, rapings, animal sacrifices, instigations to murder the Jews and others etc.
The Bible which used to serve as the foundation for violence in the past remains entirely valid even today. The book itself quotes: "Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left." (Dt 12:32) The Catholic Church maintains the gory Old Testament and all the Catholics are bound to act accordingly in everyday life. For example, "And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death" (Ex 21:15) still applies nowadays and represents a rule of conduct for Catholics. The Catholics are even obliged not to follow the rules of national authorities if they are not in accordance with the teachings of the gospel. The Church has not renounced its violent teachings and it retains a great deal of events to support this claim (baptism of infants, inability to entirely abandon the Catholic Church, damnations, systematic threats, hatred towards women, Jews etc.). Violent biblical teachings also serve as the foundation for action and are contradictory to the constitution and international acts and instigate hatred, violate rights etc. Thus, the pursuit of activities of such an organisation should be banned until it renounces its gory teachings and violent sections of the Bible.


Thus the association has drafted a proposal with the assistance of an attorney of law to ban the pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church and has forwarded the proposal to the Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Religious Communities and the District State Prosecutor's Office in Ljubljana with the intention of bringing a lawsuit before the court to ban the activities of the Catholic Church.

Such a prohibition is legally founded on Article 12 of the Religious Freedom Act which imposes the duty on the Administrative Court to, upon proposal from the State Prosecutor, ban the pursuit of activities of a church which violates the Constitution, incites to inequality, violence or war, or inflames hatred, intolerance, or prosecution with the pursuit of its activities, i.e. its purpose, objectives or the manner of performance of religious teachings, religious mission, religious rites, or other activities are based on violence or employ violent measures, endanger lives or health, or endanger other rights and freedoms of members of the church or other religious communities or other persons in a manner which greatly undermines human integrity. 

Following is the unabridged proposal forwarded to the Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Religious Communities (identical content was forwarded to the State Prosecutor's Office, as well). We have received a reply from the Office, stating the relevant issue is not only highly demanding but also the first of its kind and will thus require substantially more time to act upon; however, a substantive reply may be expected by the end of August 2008.

___________________________________

I. In 2007, the Religious Freedom Act (ZVS) entered into force, stating in Article 12 the church is prohibited to pursuit its activities by a court decision in the event that:

· it violates the Constitution, incites to national, racial, religious, or other forms of inequality, to violence or war, or it inflames national, racial, religious or other forms of hatred or intolerance or prosecution with its pursuit of activities; 

· its purpose, objectives, or the manner of performance of religious teachings or other activities are based on violence or it employs violent means, endangers lives or health, or endangers other rights and freedoms of members of the church or other religious communities or other persons in a manner which greatly undermines human dignity; 

· it is determined its exclusive activity is profit-making or performance of lucrative activities. 

If the abovementioned reasons for the prohibition are established, the State Prosecutor files a suit to ban the pursuit of activities before the competent Administrative Court. The procedure for the prohibition the pursuit of activities is of high priority and promptness.

II. There is such a church in Slovenia which, through its pursuit of activities, violates the Constitution, incites to national, racial, religious, or other forms of inequality, to violence or war, or inflames the national, racial, religious, or other forms of hatred, intolerance or prosecution; furthermore, its purpose, objectives or the manner of performance of its religious teachings, religious mission, religious rites, or other activities is frequently based on violence, i.e. it employs violent means, endangers lives, health, or other rights and freedoms of other members of the church or other religious communities or other persons in a manner that greatly undermines human integrity. 

III. The church from the previous paragraph is the Catholic Church, with the seat in the Vatican City State. According to information from the Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Religious Communities, its head office in Slovenia is located in Ljubljana, Ciril-Metodov trg 4. 
(http://www.uvs.gov.si/si/podatki_o_registriranih_cerkvah_in_drugih_verskih_skupnostih) 
As evident from the abovementioned web page, the Catholic Church was registered in the Register of Churches and Religious Communities in 1976.

IV. As the Catholic Church, through its pursuit of activities, and with its purpose, objectives, and the manner of pursuit of its activities seriously violates the Constitution, incites to inequality, violence and war, inflames hatred, intolerance and prosecution, endangers lives and health, as well as rights and freedoms of others in a manner which greatly undermines human integrity, the reasons for prohibition of pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church are established; therefore, the Association for the Protection of Constitution and the Victims of the Church proposes to the addressed body to:

forward the report on the unconstitutional and illegal pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church with regards to Paragraph 1 of Article 12 of the Religious Freedom Act to the State Prosecutor, along with a proposition to file a suit for prohibition of pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church.

The prohibition of pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church should remain in force until the church in question renounces all the sections of its teachings and the Bible which conflict with the Constitution and the legal order in Slovenia, as well as international legal acts. Of course, the same applies to the activities or statements through which the specific activity of the relevant church is carried out.

V. Grounds for such a proposal are stated in the statement of grounds.

Statement of grounds:

1. In the introductory points, some of the general facts about the Catholic Church are established with an emphasis on its teachings and the source of the teachings and the pursuit of its activities. 

The main source of the teachings of the church and the related pursuit of activities is the Bible. The Bible contains some highly positive and highly ethical principles, such as the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, statements of some prophets of the Old Testament; however, it also comprises a great deal of immorality, violence, including killing of people. It contains hatred towards people of different mentalities, tortures, rapings, mass killings of women, children and the elderly, genocide, horrific methods of killing etc. The entire world history cannot present a literary work which would be more disdainful of the humankind and other living beings than the Bible. Thus it is inexplicable why this book is still in circulation. According to the petitioner and many others, one of the underlying reasons is the ignorance of the majority of people of the cruel provisions subsumed in specific sections of the Bible. On the other hand, another reason is many people have grown accustomed to the depiction of crime in accordance with the will of God since their childhood. The children are indoctrinated with controversial biblical sections not only in Religious Education but elsewhere, as well. The violent biblical ideology is held accountable for the gory history of the Church that saw tens of billions of killed and tortured living beings, of that tens, perhaps even hundreds, of millions of people. This will be elaborated in detail further on. Nowadays, the Catholic Church does not employ direct physical violence; however, it did not renounce it of its own free accord but pushed it into the background due to the laws which are becoming increasingly inclined towards human rights. It was Karl Jaspers, the famous philosopher, who warned against the danger of stakes being set aflame again in contemporary societies if political circumstances would permit it. The teachings of the church in question are thus in many ways highly controversial or, as a matter of fact, in violation with the Slovenian Constitution or its legal order and the international documents regarding protection of human rights. Up until the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church condemned human rights as non-Christian and has yet to sign the European Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms. Pope John Paul II declared there is no democracy in the Catholic Church, the Catholic doctrine is clear on that, as the church cannot be governed from below and does not include the basis for decision-making. (in Večer, 27 November 1998). Church and democracy are obviously two different things. However, as the Church often stands for democracy in the society, this is obviously done in order to pursue its interests. 

2. Many people believe cited quotations are illustrations of ancient times which do not apply in contemporary society. However, this is not the case. The book itself quotes: "Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left." (Dt 12:32) In addition, the Second Vatican Council declared the following in its Dogmatic Constitution of Divine Revelation in 1965:

"Those divinely revealed realities which are contained and presented in Sacred Scripture have been committed to writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. For holy mother Church, relying on the belief of the Apostles, holds that the books of both the Old and New Testaments in their entirety, with all their parts, are sacred and canonical because written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their author and have been handed on as such to the Church herself. In composing the sacred books, God chose men and while employed by Him they made use of their powers and abilities, so that with Him acting in them and through them, they, as true authors, consigned to writing everything and only those things which He wanted. Therefore, since everything asserted by the inspired authors or sacred writers must be held to be asserted by the Holy Spirit, it follows that the books of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching solidly, faithfully and without error that truth which God wanted put into sacred, writings for the sake of salvation. Therefore "all Scripture is divinely inspired and has its use for teaching the truth and refuting error, for reformation of manners and discipline in right living, so that the man who belongs to God may be efficient and equipped for good work of every kind" (2 Tim 3:16–17, Greek text)." 

Of course, even the applicable Catechism of the Catholic Church confirms we are not dealing with some invalid historical texts, but, according to the teachings of the Catholic Church, with the genuine Word of God which needs to be implemented in its entirety. Thus the Catechism states: "The Old Testament is an indispensable part of Sacred Scripture. Its books are divinely inspired and retain a permanent value, for the Old Covenant has never been revoked." (121) "Christians venerate the Old Testament as true Word of God. The Church has always vigorously opposed the idea of rejecting the Old Testament under the pretext that the New has rendered it void (Marcionism)." (123)

Thus the Bible and all its cited quotations are valid in their entirety even today. According to the teachings of the Catholic Church, all the Catholics are obliged to acknowledge the Bible as the Word of God and apply it in their everyday lives. In addition to this, according to Canon 211 of the Code of Canon Law, "all Christian faithful have the duty and right to work so the divine message of salvation spreads more and more among people of every age and every land". "Since the complete Church is by its nature missionary and the work of evangelization must be held as a fundamental duty of the people of God, all the Christian faithful, conscious of their responsibility, are to assume their part in missionary work", states Canon 781 of the aforementioned Code. Whereas Canon 209 states "the Christian faithful, even in their own manner of acting, are always obliged to maintain communion with the Church" and should therefore "with great diligence... fulfil the duties which they owe to the universal Church and the particular church to which they belong according to the prescripts of the law". All of this clearly indicates that even nowadays the entire Bible serves as the basis of teachings and the pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church and its members. And further more, according to the Catholic Church, citizens are even obliged not to follow the rules of national authorities if they are not in accordance with the teachings of the gospel. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2242) According to the teachings of the Catholic Church, gospel comes before Slovene Constitution in case of contradiction.

Catholic Church has excommunicated all who do not acknowledge the Bible. The Church has therefore established:

· "He who does not completely accept Biblical Writings, as they were stated by the Trident Church Council, and its parts as holy and canonical, or conceals they were inspired, shall be excommunicated." (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, No. 97)

· "He who does not fully accept, in accordance to Holy Fathers, with his heart and mouth up to the last word, and their true meaning, and truly all that the Holy Fathers and five honourable universal Church Councils of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church of God presented and announced, shall be excommunicated." (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, No. 84)

The Catholic Church uses the word "who" which clearly indicates it does not excommunicate only their members, but also other non-members who do not follow their teachings. Cursedness or excommunication means the excommunicated person is condemned to eternal Catholic curse. Such curse left some long-term consequences for the excommunicated in his earthly life, for he was despised, excluded from the society, and therefore excommunicated. At times he had no state protection and no citizen rights. If such a person was killed, the killer was not punished for the crime. Anathema had the same meaning as a direct death sentence. Anathemas are still valid today.

The Catholic Church claims "not only pagans, but everyone outside the Catholic Church", but also Jews and heretics and schismatics, can have a share in life eternal; but that they will go into the eternal fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels, unless before death they are joined with Her (the Church) (Mt 25:41)" (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, No. 381). Furthermore, the Catholic Church claims that "within the power of its divine creation, the Church has the obligation to consciously protect the God's religion which must remain intact and untouched, and to passionately watch over redemption of souls. Therefore the Church must with great care eliminate and excommunicate any elements opposing religion and in any way threatening the redemption of souls. – On the grounds of the power invested by its divine founder, this gives the Church not only a right, but also a duty, to prohibit and condemn, and not just tolerate, any misconducts if it is required so by the intactness of the religion and the redemption of souls." (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, no. 382) It is evident from both quotations that the Catholic Church only acknowledges catholic religion, and that on account of the religion's purity eliminates all elements not conformable to its teachings. It is written similarly in Canon 750 of the Code of Canon Law. The history of the Church which is covered in blood and will be described briefly described in continuation displays where such violent and dark teachings which are violating the constitution of democratic states and human rights have brought us. Because these teachings have remained the same, blood is still shed. Pope Benedict XVI has recently announced to his believers that Christianization is an inalienable right and duty of the Catholic Church and that their principal task is to spread the gospel, indicating materialism, relativism, and laity as main dangers Catholics should fight against. Within the fight against such evil, Catholics should never bend or compromise. With these words the present Pope confirmed the Catholic "war" against non-Catholics. Severe violations are still present which will also be displayed in continuation. It is also interesting that the Church Assembly in Florence (1438–1445) established that "the holy apostolic seat and Roman Pope come before the whole world." (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, no. 434) Therefore, it is not surprising many presidents of countries and governments visit the Pope in Vatican. Obviously many still consider the Pope as a governmental and political primate. The Pope also claims the right to judge on the violation of church laws by head states, which are considered sin (Canon 1405 of the Code of Canon Law).

3. In many parts, not just in those mentioned above, the Bible contains some extremely negative content. The content is extremely immoral and violent and is inclined towards destruction, murder, and killings. People are being instigated to crime, racial and other hatred, and war. This content can influence healthy development of young people until the age of 18, intensify and arouse raw instincts, and apathy towards the fate and suffering of others. Especially young readers are under the influence of negative messages from the Bible, they drawn to violence, crime, and other criminal misconducts since they perceive such conduct as acceptable, exemplary, wonderful, and worthy of imitation. Negative parts of the Bible can also arouse racial and other hatred in people, and by influencing violent impulses the Bible encourages hatred towards people of different race, nationality, and population, in consequence laying out the ground for hatred, campaign, or even concrete riots towards different people or those who are not "in line" with the Catholic Church. As stated above, such content also commends wars because it illustrates mass murders which are extremely appealing to many, especially young people that often consider this as indisputable and in accordance with the will of God. This is viewed as social and ethical disorientation, as situations where a person is considered an object because it has nothing to do with people and their dignity. Here we are talking about various mutilations, horrors, tortures, and other. Criminal, cruel, and life-threatening activities, which represent violations of human dignity and are essentially different from educational goals specified in the constitution and in other constitutional rights of the plural society, and in pedagogical findings and valuable measures which comply with the constitution, and are approved by the society, especially in regard to human dignity. In many cases, God has supposedly given some sort of general authorization for sentencing people who are not part of the chosen to death. From the following statements it is evident such biblical content leads to unimaginable number of casualties which can be with clear conscience characterised as casualties of the Catholic Church. The authors of the Bible declared Yahweh as the god of war who brutally commands conquests, and urges people to murder, kill, plunder, and rape. Billions of innocent living beings are at stake, people as well as animals. Regulations of Geneva Conventions are degraded by such biblical guidelines. In 1095 when the Crusaders attacked Jerusalem following the order of Pope Urban II, and they were covered in blood of killed Saracens up to their ankles they were able to refer to biblical teachings of the Old and New Testament. In the past, the Catholic Church used to pursue Jews and establish conditions for Jews also to be pursued by others. Regarding the pursuit of Jews, Adolf Hitler once said: "We do only what the Catholic Church has been doing for one thousand and five hundred years, only more efficiently." "Therefore, I am convinced my actions are in line with the Almighty Creator: by succeeding to protect ourselves from Jews, we fight for the Lord's cause," also added Adolf Hitler, who was a Catholic, and was not excluded or excommunicated by the Church, even though he killed millions of people. Obviously the pursuit of Jews and killing of people is not considered a crime in the Catholic teachings. "Severe duty of the consciousness of each Christian is to suppress the morally degenerated Jews," stated Bishop Göllner from Linz in the 20th century. 
Democratic society can take into consideration only those religious teachings worthy of respect and not in violation of human rights. However, many parts of Catholic teachings do not correspond to the above mentioned. The historian Karlheinz Deschner asserted that "the Catholic Church, more precisely the Roman Catholic Church, was burdened with crimes in Antiquity, including the Middle Ages and the Modern Times, and especially in the 20th century" more than any other world organisation. Count Hoensbroch, a former Jesuit, established: "For centuries, the Popes were on top of the murderous and sanguinary system which is responsible for more killings and cultural and social devastations than any other war or epidemic, and all this was carried out in the name of God and in the name of Jesus Christ." "The Popes are not just murderers on a large scale, but they approved murder as one of the legal principles of the catholic Church and the reason for redemption," said the Catholic historian Lord Acton. "After the Second World War, Pope Pius XII threatened to excommunicate everyone who dared to vote for a Communist instead of a Catholic candidate on the election from the Church", stated Michael Baigent, the author of "The Jesus Papers". Former priest, Don Pierino, marked the Vatican as the earthly paradise of rich people and dictators and said the Vatican is sometimes an ambiguous and corrupted political centre (Dnevnik, March 5, 2008). We must also take into consideration the fact that both wars which are at the same time the largest wars of the 20th century began in Europe where most people were due to the fact the Christian Church is the prevailing church in this surrounding permanently raised in the spirit of the Bible. We should also mention that countries where Christian Churches prevail, including the Catholic Church, Protestant Church, and other churches, are placed on the top of the list of countries that are destroying the environment and spend most of their money on army. In 2007, USA alone where the Bible can be found in almost every home spent an incredible amount of €351 milliard on the army and wars which it is conducting (Slovenian national budget amounts to around €10 milliard). USA is mostly followed by countries where most people are Christians (Great Britain, France, Germany – each them spending from €20 to €40 milliard); among them, China and Japan can now be found which are increasingly assuming western manners or social development. Most of the 10,000 nuclear warheads which can be placed on rocket and air planes immediately are located in so-called Christian countries, that is in countries where the Christian Church is prevailing Church of the surrounding, more than 5,000 of which are located in Russia, and more than 4,000 in USA (Indirekt, 10 June 2008). 

4. In many aspects, the Bible is a book that represents a threat to the youth. The Bible drastically contradicts educational goals of pluralistic society which are in line with the standards of modern society and are contained in constitutions and other regulations of modern countries, and therefore morally threatens children and youth. The Bible makes brutes out of people since it awakes raw instincts and causes senseless apathy in people by displaying suffering of others. The Bible is a book that encourages violence and crime by instigating hatred towards others, especially Jews and, as it lately appears, also towards Muslims. In the negative part of the Bible, human dignity, which is the source of human rights, is being violated continuously. The fact the Bible is, despite its inhumanity and cruelty, considered the standard writing of the so-called Christian West does not diminish the dangerous effect on the youth, or even more, strengthens those negative effects. If "The Holy Book" recommends such cruelties, it additionally diminishes the tolerance for various atrocities. Whoever tolerates the existence of such dangerous and hateful parts of the mentioned religious book takes into account that someday under circumstances, which allow such atrocities, grave violence shall again be conducted in the name of the Bible or God. This is certainly incompatible with the Slovene Constitution. Whoever is accountable for the education of children and youth and silently adopts brutal biblical recommendations can also be held accountable for endangering spiritual and moral development of children and youth.

The Bible is not only a book that endangers youth. Based on the opinion of more than a dozen Slovenian journalists, editors, and writers, the Bible is one of the most harmful books. It initiated a great deal of wars, inspired murderers, and justified mass killings (Jana, 12 July 2005). In Hong Kong, the supervisory body for censorship received two thousand complaints regarding indecencies in the Bible (RTV Slovenia – Culture, 21 May 2007).

5. "I had to do this. As God is my witness." A 59-year-old father from Ratzenburg told about stabbing his oldest son (22) with a knife, using these words. The father strictly follows the Bible and has argued on the issue with his son who does not take the Bible so literally (Mahnmal Aktual, 2 July). The Bible supports the father's actions: "If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father and mother, who does not heed them when they discipline him, then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his town at the gate of that place. They shall say to the elders of his town, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” Then all the men of the town shall stone him to death. So you shall purge the evil from your midst; "Everyone in Israel will be afraid when they hear how he was punished." (5 Mz 21, 18-21) This is written in The Fifth Book of Moses (Deuteronomy). The father has followed Christian teachings on the realization of the Bible. This clearly states how incredibly dangerous the Bible is. Under church law no father is responsible for murdering his son, because he was merely following the instructions in the Bible.

6. Members of the Church are especially hostile towards foreigners. In a social research conducted by Prof. Heitmayer from 2002 to 2005, German citizens had to choose between statements, such as "Too many foreigners live in Germany" or "Migration of Muslims to Germany should be prohibited", and learned that reactions of church members to such statements differ from reactions of non-members, and members of one of both of the greatest German churches were found far more hostile towards foreigners than those with no religious beliefs. These church members are far more inclined to racism, islamophobia, homophobia, antisemitism, and are more devoted to emphasising established privileges (Mahnmal Aktual, 2 June).

7. What happens if people read certain parts of the Bible, such as parts referring to rape and pogroms conducted in the name of God, where no one is spared, not even women and children. Psychologists of the University of Michigan conducted an experiment. After each reading, subjects actuated a sound by pressing the button. According to the volume, the researchers then concluded that by reading the abovementioned parts of the Bible people become more aggressive. Suddeusche Zeitung (28 March 2007) commented on this by asking if the Bible should include a warning for the underaged. Schools, where violence is increasing, will probably consider buying the Bible (Mahnmal Aktual, 3 July).

8. Most Americans own a copy of the Bible. An opinion poll has shown the Bible is the favourite book of Americans. 92 % of Americans keep the Bible at home; an average household holds three copies (Žurnal24, 11 April 2008). It is more or less similar in other western societies. Therefore, the Bible has a vast influence on the western world. Nobody knows exactly how dark biblical teachings influenced, and still influence, the people responsible for the society and the country. It would be unreasonable to believe the Bible does not shape the soul of a typical westerner who has been accustomed to it from the day of birth and is also bound to it by the Church completely, especially if the person was baptised. No one really knows how the indoctrination with "biblical stories" reflects on human consciousness in early childhood. Nonetheless, there is a negative biblical heritage in the subconsciousness of many people, and furthermore in the subconsciousness of the entire western society. It is not a coincidence that Ronald Reagan who, like all American presidents, swore on the Bible, at the peak of the Cold War denoted the Soviet Union as the "kingdom of evil", and talked about the Atomic Armageddon. The present American President Bush also talks about the axis of evil. The deceased Croatian President Franjo Tuđman who in his book Horrors of Wars from 1989 apologizes for the genocide of national minorities by referring to the Bible, also lived by following teachings of the Bible. Young people who read the Bible perhaps think that, for example, hatred towards foreigners or homosexuals is positive since all of such hatred derives from God. Many politics speak on the issue of religious tolerance, however this usually only refers to the religious freedom of their Church. The influence of the Vatican on the EU is enormous (Martin Schulz, the President of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament - Indirekt, 4 April 2008). The Catholic Church is one of the most influential and most important geostrategic actors on the international stage, declared Laris Gaiser, the Head of the World Question Centre Globis Europe from Verona (Mag, December 2008). Pope John Paul II even said the Catholic Church has a right and duty to intervene in the matters of the world regime (Delo, 2 July 1998). Any other organisation with such religious teachings, that is the teachings which in many parts oppose the constitution and endanger a big part of the population, would probably be prohibited many years ago. Especially by threatening with eternal damnation the Catholic Church keeps masses at bay since it claims that people can only redeem themselves within their own church and those outside this Church will suffer eternal torment in the eternal hell. They shall be separated from God eternally. By speaking of eternal hell, the traditional Catholicism keeps their members, as well as non-members, at bay. In this aspect we can easily say their religion is a religion of fear. And by adding forced baptism of infants, the fact no one can withdraw from the Catholic Church completely, and that someone who was baptised as an infant remains part of this Church even after the formal withdrawal and most of one's obligations remain, and that the person is also bound by all church and godly laws except the canon wedding, though one looses all his rights, and is in addition punished by excommunication, namely eternal hell, due to formal withdrawal from the Church, it is clear these teachings severely violate fundamental rights of people (freedom of consciousness, personal dignity, personal security...) and are therefore in contradiction with the constitution. In the church environment of western countries, there are many accounts of child and adolescent abuse and many accounts of paedophile affairs among Catholic priests. The number of paedophile priests is rising to thousands, the number of victims to ten thousands, compensations already paid or yet to be paid to the victims by the Church to hundred thousands of dollars. Of course, there are many paedophiles among church laymen. Considering these laymen are church members such paedophile acts are also church related. Since Catholics represent the majority in most countries it is obvious there is a lot more church related paedophilia than non-church related paedophilia. Abused victims often suffer of emotional humiliation for years and years, whereas priest have in many instances just been relocated instead of facing criminal charges of the civil court. Rupert Lay, a Jesuit and psychotherapist, in an interview for Die Woche newspaper said half of his patients in therapy fall ill on account of the church related experience of their childhood and youth.

9. What the bloody heritage of the Bible leads to be clear from the following (summarised and adopted from the brochure Will the Bible be placed on the Index of Writings dangerous to youth):

It is not surprising the Church which sees its founding laws in the Bible in the past became the largest criminal organisation in the history and is accountable for millions of deaths. In its Bible, which the Church still acknowledges without any reservations, everything was written in advance like it is all the will of God: crusades, mass killings of people with different religious beliefs, most cruel methods of torment and enslavement or genocide of whole tribes. While doing so, they have often referred to the Bible. "Saint" Ambrose who demanded the extinction of Goths since they belonged to the Aryan religion and compared the Goths to the biblical nation of Gog which was fed to birds of prey by Yahweh; or "Saint" Augustine who by referring to the Bible urged people to become violent towards Manichaeans and demanded the destruction of foreign ritual places, or Martin Luther who by constantly referring to the Bible, especially Moses, urged people to burn down Jewish Synagogues and kill peasants. Biblical war mysticism also included all of the bishops of the 20th century: this way Faulhaber, the Catholic Cardinal and defender of the Old Testament, praised the German campaign to France in World War I as "the victory of the moral world order over the national idea hostile to God", whereas Hans Meiser, a Protestant Bishop of Bavaria, praised the Lord in World War II "since our forces celebrated such a victory on the battlefield of Flanders like nobody before in the history of nations".

The complete range of the Church's criminal history based on the Bible was collected in documentation called The Initiative: Memorandum to millions of church victims, some of its fragments are stated in continuation:

Inquisition
Despite continuous persecution of people with different religious beliefs more and more followers joined the movement of Catars and Waldenses mostly in the South France, but also in Italy and Germany; however, at the end of the 12th century the Church managed to organise a bureaucratized and total brainwashing in the form of inquisition. The inquisition (L. inquisitionem meaning "inquiry") is "the predecessor of Gestapo, KGB, and Stasis" according to Der Spiegel (1 June 1998). In Europe, the inquisition took at least a million human lives, and according to other estimates at least ten millions of human lives between 13th and 18th century (Spiegel, 1 June 1998). For every burnt "heretic" (gr. Katharoi, the pure), approx. 10-times the number of people was sentenced to lasting incarceration or heavy humiliation: bearing of markings, regular whipping and difficult pilgrimages. Whoever got caught into the mill of inquisition had no chance of salvation. Often, one was made loyal by many years of incarceration in dungeons and a "confession" was forced out of the person by torture. Their possession was confiscated and a large portion of it belonged to the Church, whereas his family were mostly left on the street without funds. No one dared help them.

The inquisition began with "the crusade against heretics" (1209—1229) and Catars in the South France. In the following decades these people were exterminated completely.
Some inquisitors (e.g. Arbues, Arnaud) have even been beatified and declared saints. Every year on 30 May, the Church remembers Saint Ferdinand II of Castille, stating. "He brought a log of wood for burning heretics with his own hands". (Dnevnik, 25 September 1999)

Crusades
Seven crusades were led on the initiative of the Popes in the "Holy Land" of Palestine between years 1096 and 1291, which in total took 22 millions human lives based on estimates of writer Hans Wollschläger ("Die bewaffneten Wallfahrten nach Jerusalem", The Armed Pilgrimages to Jerusalem). By conquering Jerusalem (1099) 70,000 Jews and Muslims – the whole population of the city were killed in this murderous bloodlust. Knights still covered in blood then went "there ... crying with joy to honour the grave of our Savior and so they thanked Him" — says the eyewitness ("Die Kreuzzüge in Augenzeugenberichten", dtv-Taschenbuch, 1971, page 101, In the Steps of the Crusaders).
Slaughter of Jews
First victims of the crusades were Rhineland Jews, thousands of which were slaughtered by fanatic "pilgrims". The pilgrims were instigated by a friar. In 1298, during the so-called "beef-pogrom", 4,000 to 5,000 Jews were killed in Franken, 700 in Nürnberg, 841 in Würzburg, and so on. From 1348–1350, around 300 Jewish communities within the entire German-speaking territory were completely erased. Responsibility for the plaque and other events was attributed to Jews. Grounds were laid by many years of detraction and legal discrimination following the Church's initiative (e.g. wearing of the "Jewish sign" on their clothes).

Slaughter of pagans
Similar to fighting "pagans" from the Mediterranean area in the Middle Ages they ruthlessly fought against un-Christianized Germanic and Slavonic tribes and forced them into baptism. Ever since the massacre of the Saxons under Charles "the Great", a less known trail of blood was drawn through the German history up to the crusades against Vends in 1147. All of these wars, massacres, and target oriented devastations of whole areas were conducted under the pretence of converting "pagans". Many Bishops called for such actions or participated in such actions with their units. Captives mostly had to choose between death and baptism. The Order of German Knights in East Prussia proceeded in the same manner. The enlightenment of this issue can be found in Kriminalgeschichte des Christentums (Christianity's Criminal History) written by Karlheinz Deschner, namely in books 4 (page 457 and the following), 5 (page 46 and the following, 146 and the following, 350 and the following, 563 and the following), and 6 (also including page 457 and the following).

The conquest of America
During the first 50 years, when Catholic Spaniards discovered America, a million of Indians has already suffered in the Caribbean from being tortured to death by forced labour or from dying of infections. After 150 years, 100 millions of people throughout America died — more than 90 % of the population (Südwestpresse, 2 May 1992). Leonard Boff, a Catholic theologian, perceives the conquest of America as "one of the largest genocides of all times". (Publik-Forum, 31 April 1991) Spaniards treated Indians worse than animals, and massacred them in most horrible ways. As they reported, 13 Indians were hanged over the fire which suffocated and burned them at the same tame, "in the honour of apostles and Jesus Christ". Indians were driven into hunting caves with sharpened stakes, they were mutilated, and their children were thrown to dogs alive. Before Kazike Hatuay was burned, he was asked if he wants to be baptised so he will go to heaven, at least. He asked them if Christians also go to heaven. When this was confirmed, Kazike "immediately and without thinking" answered "he does not want to go there but rather goes to the inferno where he will not see such cruel people anymore and will not need to restrain himself because of their presence" (taz, 21 January 1987).

The slave trade
As early as ancient times, the Church energetically fought to conserve slavery. It is not uncommon: The Church had slaves whose liberation was prohibited. They turned found and illegitimate children (e.g. children of priests) into Church slaves. For example, the national French saint St. Martin of Tours had 20,000 slaves. (Deschner, Kriminalgeschichte des Christentums, book 3, page 524) The Church did not oppose the enslavery of 13 millions of Africans who were after the conquest of America and until the 19th century transferred to a new continent. On the contrary: On 18 June 1425, Pope Nicholas V legalized slavery in his bull "Divino amore communiti" by authorising the King of Portugal "to conquer all countries of non-believers, exile their inhabitants, enslave them, and force them to eternal slavery." Columbus also had no reservations since "pagans are in one way or the other condemned to eternal slavery." In Seville, Bishop Rodriguez de Fonsca was even the man behind the sale of Indian slaves at the beginning. (Friedhelm v. Othergraven in "Litanei des Weißen Mannes", page 102, Litany of the White Man) The Church Country or the Vatican is one of the last European countries which abolished slavery, not until 1838.

Prosecution of witches
A guide for the systematic prosecution and slaughter of "witches" was a book entitled The Hammer of Witches written by two Dominican friars published in 1488 with the Pope's approval. The Vatican secured this insanity with the Papal bull. By the end of the 18th century, in Europe mainly women died on the account of the insanity regarding witchcraft (Main Echo, 12 March 1999); Deschner estimated the number of "victims resulting the Church's obsessions with witches" to 9 million (Deschner, Abermals krähte der Hanh, page 347, The Cock Crowed Once Again). Many "witches" died on the territory of today's Germany, among them were also children. Here both churches (Catholic and Protestant) pursued alleged witches for which salvation was not possible after "painful interrogation" conducted under terrible torment to the same extent. These crimes ended only with the beginning of the Age of Enlightenment.

Mass murders in Croatia
Even in the 20th century, the bloody trail of the Church reaches its terrifying climax: In "Catholic Croatia", 750,000 Orthodox Serbs were killed between 1941 and 1943, and were partially forcefully converted to Catholicism prior to that.

Catholic priests participated at murders on crucial places, especially Franciscans. The Vatican has been informed on the matter, and it treated the bloody regime with considerable affection. The Catholic hierarchy, lead by the vicar archbishop Stepinac (in 1998, he was beatified by the Pope), morally supported the fascist regime until the end. Deschner,Ein Jahrhundert Heilsgeschichte", book 2, page 210 and the following, as well as Vladimir Dedijer, "Jasenovac - Jugoslovanski Auschwitz in Vatikan", 1988)
Genocide in Rwanda
800,000 people have been killed in 100 days. 70 % of Rwanda's residents are members of the Catholic Church; in this case, the Catholic Church was the only organisation with the authority to stop the massacre. But "the majority of its priests and nuns unaffectedly observed the massacre or even helped the murderers in 1994." (Spiegel 1/2000) On 14 April, as the massacre began, 15,000 refugees seeking shelter in the church area were murdered at first. It took two days until all of them were murdered, cut in pieces, crippled, shot, or partially burned alive. Witnesses accuse priests and nuns of the Catholic Church to have supported the genocide over the Tutsis. Between 7 April and 4 July, the Tutsis who thought to have found safe haven were murdered in 160 churches. Today, the accused live "behind monastery walls in Belgium, lead monastic houses in France, study theology at Pope's universities or preach about love towards your neighbour and about forgiveness in Italian churches". Der Spiegel (1/2000) stated bishop Misaga and the "Rwandan Church is set to receive a bill of indictment". "The massacre was already lasting a long time as Rwandan bishops promised the Hutu government to cooperate and expressed them want the inhabitants to adhere to their orders..." Two years after the genocide, conscience began to torment a group of priests. "But participants of the discussion round were penally moved; Vatican even threatened to excommunicate the initiators from the Church." Meanwhile, Rwandan courts only sentenced two Church officials. "The ones that could run away are under the protection of the Vatican and church dukes." The pupil who survived is accusing priest Uwayezu of treachery – he told the police of his class and the police cut all of them up to death. The only survived pupil who could escape from the cave wounded is accusing bishop Misaga and priest Uwayezu of complicity. Bishop Misago provided priest Uwayezu with a car with which he could escape. Uwayezu now works in Italy under the protection of the Church. (all citations from Der Spiegel 1/2000 " - Mit Weihrauch und Machete)

Background: Under the Belgian colonial government, the Church first supported the governing Tutsis and thus reinforced contrarieties between the Tutsis and Hutus. As victory of the Hutu majority became obvious at the beginning of Rwanda's independence, many Catholic priests started to support and approve their violence.

In the face of such a list of sins, the Pope's mea culpa which has received huge attention some time ago has a very awkward effect. Under a promising but at the same time ambiguous title "The Plea of Guilt on Duty of Truth", the plea of guilt reads: "In some periods of the history, Christians allowed methods of intolerance at times." Such arrant belittling takes away a person's breath. That, which is termed "sometimes" by the Pope, lasted from 11th to 18th century and has lead to systematic genocide of millions of people. All of this was not "allowed" by unnamed Christians, but ordered and carried out by precursors of Pope John Paul II and the big inquisitor cardinal Ratzinger, who even became Pope – with the help of thousands of conscious believers of the Church that have been subjected by threatenings of curses and promises of indulgence.

A group named Free Christians for Christ's Speech on the Mountain wrote an open letter to Pope John Paul II, in which, among other, the following is stated:

How can the Church obtain God's forgiveness for its bloody trail and demonstrate trustworthy that something similar will not happen again, if Your plea of guilt does not at all confess to the deeds and is imputing its responsibility to others? In the confessional, You demand an honest plea with a precise statement of concrete sins from every believer. A confession that would turn out just as Your plea of guilt is simply invalid according to the teachings of Church. The word "kill" which substituted the word "love" for a long time during the history of Church does not even appear in your confession, but is only stated in connection to killing an unborn life, an area not dangerous to You. You do not mention, not even with a single word, the dead in the crusades, inquisition victims, burned "witches" and murdered Albigenses, Waldenses, Husites, and Baptists.
Your Church used to be much more advanced in the past, as for example your precursor Hadrian VI. in 1523, when he confessed "even at the Holy Seat, something disgusting has been happening for several years". He definitely did not blame "sons and daughters" for mistakes of the Church. Do Your cardinals of the curia maybe no longer allow you to make an honest confession You started in Your previous speeches? Where is Your confession about enslavement of our black brothers and sisters, on which You have already spoken in 1985, and Your confession of misdeeds against Indian inhabitants which You have mentioned in 1992? Instead of confessing missionaries of the Church were performing massacres among the native people by order of Church "for the greater glory of God", you coldly speak about the "logic of violence" that "the Christians indulged to" – of course – "in the duty of truth". At an honest confession a person would confess: "We have killed Indians, we have forced black people into slavery, we have burned people of other religions, and we have altogether killed millions of people in a disgusting manner."
Your evasion of Jewish issues seems dangerous, already: "We are distressed to the bottom of our souls about the behaviour of those who have left the Jews to suffer through history". You seem to completely deny the guilt of the Church at this point, even though it was exactly the Church which spoke about the "killers of God" and which was stigmatising the Jews throughout the history, so that Adolf Hitler after his own confession only fulfilled what the Church prepared spiritually. Who can guarantee to the Jews and other religions not favoured by the Church that they are truly safe from further persecution of the Church, as the Church does not want to see its moral co-responsibility for the holocaust and is instead truly arrogantly talking about "pagan ideology"?
According to Catholic teachings, not only an honest regret and a good intention not to repeat the old sins again belong to a valid confession, but also reparation of damage. The following is worded in No. 1459 of the Catholic Church Catechism You have issued: "Many sins cause injustice to our neighbour. If at all possible, the injustice must be repaired (e.g. stolen things have to be returned to the owner, the good name of the slandered has to be restored, or indemnity has to be paid for the damage caused). This is demanded by simple justice." When will the Church return its stolen prey that represents the foundation of its immense wealth: heretics' property, money of witches, treasures stolen from the Indians, estates, obtained with proven forged documents? When will the Church empty its treasuries to establish a worldwide indemnity fund – for descendants of the black people and Indians it has missioned, for victims of the Jewish persecution, and also victims of torture conducted by today's dictators, because the Church as a moral western authority gave them terrifying examples of how to treat religious, racial, and political minorities?
When will the Church free itself of its own teachings of violence, e.g. "Saint" Augustinus, who praised torturing as "healing of the soul", "Saint" Bernard of Clairvaux, who sent the Catars into fire, or "Saint" Thomas of Aquin who sent pagans to the national executioner? Do You truly want to beatify a man like Pius XII who spoke for Hitler's war in Russia and remained silent during the holocaust?
And how is it with millions of pagans in the Afterlife, who have been sent to death and eternal cursedness? And as You do not mention them with even a word in your "mea culpa", their spiritual fate remains uncertain: Will the Church free those "poor souls" of the anathema and curse their Church torturers because of that?
If the Pope at the end of his pontificate is responding to crimes committed by his own institution so superficially, people from events from the beginning of his mandate must be intruding. As the Pope travelled to the island Haiti in Latin America on his first journey to foreign countries and kissed the earth, he stood up and enthusiastically talked about the first messengers of religion who arrived after the discovery of the continent. He spoke about the time of "deliverance for this continent for the glory and honour of God" and praised the Church which, after all, was "striving for justice". 

Messengers of religion that pope John Paul II praised as his heralds appeared before the end of the 15th century. Spanish Dominican and later bishop Bartolome de las Casas described their activities: "Christians invaded the nation, they did not spare children, old people, pregnant women, and not even women bearing children; they splitted their bodies and cut them into pieces, not much differently as they would attack a flock of sheep." John Paul II recognised work of missionaries "with admiration and gratitude" and praised their merits at announcing Jesus Christ, the Saviour, for defending the dignity of native people, and for representing their untouchable right for "the Kingdom of God ... being present with their ancestors" – as he assured to the Entrance Board at the airport. Las Casas, witness to events at that time, reported: "As Indians killed some Christians in rightful and holy zeal, the Christians brought into force a law to kill 100 Indians every time an Indian kills a Christian". Las Casas reports further: "They also built wide gallows where the feet could almost reach the floor; the Indians hung in the honour of the 12 Apostles, 13 Indians on each gallows, then the Christians prepared firewood, set the fire alight and burned them all alive." And what did pope John Paul II say on Haiti, where all of this was happening: "And so the Church was the first authority on the island that strived for justice and human rights..."

As Catholic missionaries came to Haiti at the end of the 15th century, the island was inhabitated by a highly developed Indian nation with approx. 1.1 million residents. After a few years, only 46,000, and a bit later only 1,000 were left. What did the Pope say during his arrival to Haiti: "Through problems and victims, we have achieved a lot here..."

After a few hours of flight by plane, the Pope kissed the earth of Mexico. In one of his speeches, he stated: "Since the announcement of the happy message in the New World had begun in 1492, religion arrived to Mexico after good 20 years." Karlheinz Deschner describes how this occurred: "Catholics, subjected to Rome, have been killing, strangling, drowning, burning people – all in the name of God and in the name of Virgin Mary. They burned kings, chieftains, and "witches", the entire leading social class of ancient Mexico. Innumerable villages, towns, invaluable temples, images of gods, pieces of art, almost the entire Aztec culture were burned to the ground. Leader of the first Mexican archdiocese, Franciscan Juan de Zumarraga, who was especially respected by the Pope as one of his greatest "great heralds of the happy message", was outstandingly successful at the destruction of legendary cities. Already in 1531, he reported more than 500 temples and 20,000 pagan paintings had been destroyed..."

And what does Las Casas report about Roman Catholic messengers of God in Mexico? "They had less respect for native people than for their cattle, even less than for mud on the roads." That must have been a real orgy of atrocities at which husbands and wives were torn by dogs, infants torn to pieces, pregnant women impaled, arms, noses, lips, and breasts cut away "with the help of God, Holy Virgin, and the Apostle of Santiago", the Spanish national saint whose supposed tomb in Santiago de Compostella was a big western location of pilgrimage from the High Middle Ages on. (Karlheinz Deschner)

On one of his journeys, the Pope also visited Brazil and glorified de Anchiet, "apostle and teacher of Brazil" especially, as a missionary who came to announce Jesus..." History of the Brazilian mission which is stained with blood was not a topic for Karol Wojtila. The missionary he praised had issued the following parole: "Sword and an iron whip are the best preachers." He was beatified by Pope John Paul II.

The circle is closing. The supposed Pope's mea culpa is not an honest plea of guilt:

· It does not apologise in the name of the Church, but pushes off its guilt onto Christians, the "sons and daughters". 

· It diminishes the weight of committed crimes; according to its catechism a confession full of excuses and withdrawal is not valid. 

· Its intention is not the mending of damage – to descendants of native tribes in Latin America, victims of holocaust, and their descendants. 

· It does not divert itself from so called saints who became an example for the crimes of Church – not from Augustinus, who praised torturing as healing for the soul, not from Thomas of Aquin who was sending pagans to the national executioner, and not from Pius XII who spoke for Hitler's war in Russia and remained silent at holocaust. On the contrary: he wants to beatify him. 

· He does not care, either, for millions of "pagans" his Church has sent to eternal cursedness; will his Church now free these "poor souls" of the anathema and curse their Church torturers because of that? 

· Will beatification be taken away from beatified Popes who carry a bloody burden? 

Nothing from the abovementioned: With this plea, the Church did not divert from its ideology and tradition even remotely. It is an organisation with temporal and spiritual power based on murdering and killing, on indoctrination and threats of eternal cursedness; and it did not resign from this at its own free will. Acknowledgement of human rights did not follow after the Church, but against the Church. The church did not extinguish its stakes at its own will. If political conditions will be suitable again, the Church will once again violently put into force its intolerance until it departs from its old ideology. Whoever deeply engages in the history of this Church and is confronted with excuses of the Pope's supposed plea of guilt will better understand, why Revelation to John is about the outverted Church and the Babylon whore who is enjoying the riches and engages with dark figures of the world's history and why it is stated in the Revelation: "My people, you must escape from Babylon. Don't take part in her sins and share her punishment."

10. In the following text, we explain our proposal for the prohibition of the pursuit of activities in detail according to individual prohibition Items from Article 12 Paragraph 1 of the Slovene Religious Freedom Act. Of course, the actions carried out by followers or members of the Catholic Church are actions of the Church as well, since the Catholic Church consists of clerics and laypersons, and both belong to the community of Church or God's nation. This has been also been confirmed by Pope Benedict XVI who clearly stated on the fourth congress of the Italian Catholic Church the fight for the truth has to be fought out by Catholic laypersons who act as citizens, and that immediate and decisive action is required (Delo, 20 October 2006). This is why prohibiting reasons, created by a member of the Church irrespective of his/her status in the Church, meaning whether he/she is a layperson or cleric, are at the same time prohibiting reasons referring to the Catholic Church as an organisation, as well, since they have been carried out by its members. An organisation or a whole does no longer exist without its members. It is also clear all actions and statements of clerics as well as laypersons need to be explained in the sense of Church teachings, described in Item 2 of the explanation. This means it has to be explained in the sense of elimination of everything that is not Catholic. "Saint" Ambrose stated: "Everyone not Catholic is pagan and a brother to Jews". It is also clear that what the Pope and other Church clerics say outside of Slovenia also holds true for the Catholic Church in Slovenia and the Catholics who live in Slovenia. Equally, actions carried out in the sense of the Catholic religion outside of Slovenia are instructions for carrying out similar actions in Slovenia, as well.

Besides that, it has to be explained many actual classes or parts of Catholic teachings stated hereinafter can be classified as several prohibiting reasons. A breach of constitution is, e.g., stimulation of violence or inequality or spreading of intolerance and hate... 

· 11. The Catholic Church is seriously breaching the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia which is also evident from the following:

· It claims our rights are given by God (Večer, 17 October 2005) and not the state, which is in severe inconsistency with the Constitution, which defines in Article 3 that the nation or country is the source of rights – in this way, the Catholic Church does not even acknowledge the nation as the foundation of power, but forces God on the nation as the "ruler";

· It commands parents to baptise their children as soon as possible (Code of Canon Law, Canon 867), even under the threat of eternal hell; according to this, the baptism of infants alone, meaning the admission of a baptised person to the Church, is in contradiction with Article 41 of the Constitution which acknowledges liberty of conscience to the children and also religious freedom within this framework. Consequences of forced baptism, forced because the child had no say on the matter, are very severe for a child since he/she obtains great and intimidating responsibilities in the Catholic Church by baptism. This way, a baptised child has to subject himself/herself to others and serve them in the Church community, he/she has to be obedient to Church dignitaries and obey them, he/she has to declare his/her religion in front of other people and take part in apostolic and missionary activities of the God's nation (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1269 and 1270). It is clear that in a democratic society a free consent of someone to accept a responsibility must exist, though this is not assured during baptism of infants or children. Of course, free consent must exist in order to join a religious community, also. If a person is not able of such consent because of his/her age or any other reason, such a person needs to wait until he/she is able to give or deny consent consciously, being aware of the consequences. That is stated in Article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia. Since a child's benefit represents the highest value in upbringing of children, which is derived Articles 54 and 56 of the Constitution, also, a question is raised whether it is a benefit for a child to receive the abovementioned responsibilities, which follow him/her throughout his/her life and burden him/her substantially? Is it a benefit for a child to become an object, which according to the teachings of Church occurs during baptism? Does a child not lose his/her free personality and become property of the Church? Of course, the Catholic Church does not only breach the Constitution, but its own teachings, also, since it teaches on the other hand "it is forbidden to force anyone to cling to the Catholic religion without his/her own will". (Code of Canon Law, Canon 748). It also teaches the words of Jesus that teaching comes before baptism (Mt 28, 19). This means the Catholic Church breaches the Slovene Constitution as well as its own teachings by baptising infants. It is also interesting that 10 types of excommunication in regard to mistakes concerning baptism exist; they have been adopted at the Council of Trent (1547). The ones who do not acknowledge baptism, as the catholic Church teaches, are cursed and sent to eternal hell, where they will suffer hellish torments – of course, according to the teachings of the abovementioned Church. Are these not severe threats to human dignity? Excommunications are obvious from the already mentioned book Vera cerkve, No. 532 and the following. In connection with baptism of infants, we also need to ask ourselves this question: how many cases of child abuse by clerics would exist if people baptised themselves as adults, which would be in accordance with the Constitution and fair towards the baptised? There would be considerably less contact between children and priests and consequently fewer chances for child abuse. Religious education and similar activities would therefore not take place;

· the fact that it is not possible to withdraw from the Catholic Church completely, but only formally, is a severe breach of religious freedom or freedom of consciousness from Article 41. Besides, this case also represents a very severe breach of human dignity from Article 34 of the Constitution because of the fact that if a person who withdraws from the Church is still bound to the Church by a sacramental bond since baptism cannot be erased as the Church claims, which consequentially means that in spite of withdrawing from the Church a person still bears all of the obligations except the canonic form of wedding he/she had obtained with e.g. forced baptism, though the person loses his/her rights. Is membership in the Catholic Church not some kind of slavery: baptism and with it admission and receival of severe responsibilities and burdens without the person's consent and even without the possibility to withdraw from the Church, since this is or is not possible. If a person withdraws from the Church formally, excommunication awaits him/her, namely eternal hell. Someone who only uses the advantage of religious freedom or freedom of conscience given to him/her by the Constitution is punished by the Catholic Church with the most severe of punishments, excommunication. Is this not an amazing case of hostility towards people and an outstandingly severe breach human dignity. And in the 21st century, there is still an organisation that functions in such a way. And not only this: many countries, including Slovenia, even finance its activities;

· it orders death penalty for many moral violations, even though according to the Slovene Constitution a human life is inviolable and there is no death penalty in Slovenia (Article 17). This is evident from the following citations from the Bible, also:
· Death is the punishment for witchcraft. (Ex 22:17)

· If any of you men have sex with another man's wife, both you and the woman will be put to death. (Lv 20:10)

· Having sex with one of your father's wives disgraces him. So both you and the woman will be put to death, just as you deserve. (Lv 20:11)

· It's disgusting for men to have sex with one another, and those who do will be put to death, just as they deserve. (Lv 20:13)

· It isn't natural to have sex with your daughter-in-law, and both of you will be put to death, just as you deserve. (Lv 20:12)

· It isn't natural for a man to marry both a mother and her daughter, and so all three of them will be burned to death. (Lv 20:14)

· If any of you have sex with an animal, both you and the animal will be put to death, just as you deserve. (Lv 20:15)

· If there is a woman who approaches any animal to mate with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them. (Lv 20:16)

· This court will be made up of one judge and several priests who serve at the Lord's altar. They will explain the law to you and give you their decision about the case. Do exactly what they tell you, or you will be put to death. (Dt 17:12) 

· A father and a mother may have a stubborn and rebellious son who refuses to obey them even after he has been punished. If a son is like that, his parents must drag him to the town gate, where the leaders of the town hold their meetings. The parents will tell the leaders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” Then all the men of the town shall stone him to death. because they must get rid of the evil he brought into the community. Everyone in Israel will be afraid when they hear how he was punished. (Dt 21:18–21)

· Death is the punishment for attacking your father or mother. (Ex 21:15)

· Death is the punishment for kidnapping. If you sell the person you kidnapped, or if you are caught with that person, the penalty is death. (Ex 21:16)

· Death is the punishment for cursing your father or mother. (Ex 21:17)

· A bull that kills someone with its horns must be killed and its meat destroyed, but the owner of the bull isn't responsible for the death. Suppose you own a bull that has been in the habit of attacking people, but you have refused to keep it fenced in. If that bull kills someone, both you and the bull must be put to death by stoning. (Ex 21:28–30)

· Finally, the LORD said to Moses: This man has cursed me! Take him outside the camp and have the witnesses lay their hands on his head. Then command the whole community of Israel to stone him to death. And warn the others that everyone else who curses me will die in the same way, whether they are Israelites by birth or foreigners living among you. Death is also the penalty for murder, but the killing of an animal that belongs to someone else requires only that the animal be replaced. Personal injuries to others must be dealt with in keeping with the crime – a broken bone for a broken bone, an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth. It's possible to pay the owner for an animal that has been killed, but death is the penalty for murder. I am the LORD your God, and I demand equal justice both for you Israelites and for those foreigners who live among you. When Moses finished speaking, the people did what the LORD had told Moses, and they stoned to death the man who had cursed the Lord. (Lv 24:13–23)

· With the strength of a wild ox, God led you out of Egypt. You will defeat your enemies, shooting them with arrows and crushing their bones. (Nu 24:8)

· The LORD told Moses, “The Midianites are now enemies of Israel, so attack and defeat them! They tricked the people of Israel into worshipping their god at Peor, and they are responsible for the death of Cozbi, the daughter of one of their own leaders.” (Nm 25:16–18)

· My arrows will get drunk on enemy blood; my sword will taste the flesh and the blood of the enemy. It will kill prisoners, and cut off the heads of their leaders.” (Dt 32:42)

· ... and he said to them, “The LORD God of Israel commands you to strap on your swords and go through the camp, killing your relatives, your friends, and your neighbours.” The men of the Levi tribe followed his orders, and that day they killed about three thousand men. (Ex 32:27–28)

· Before you attack a town that is far from your land, offer peace to the people who live there. If they surrender and open their town gates, they will become your slaves. But if they reject your offer of peace and try to fight, surround their town and attack. Then, after the LORD helps you capture it, kill all the men. Take the women and children as slaves and keep the livestock and everything else of value. Whenever you capture towns in the land the LORD your God is giving you, be sure to kill all the people and animals. He has commanded you to completely wipe out the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. If you allow them to live, they will persuade you to worship their disgusting gods, and you will be unfaithful to the LORD! Whenever you capture towns in the land the LORD your God is giving you, be sure to kill all the people and animals. He has commanded you to completely wipe out the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. If you allow them to live, they will persuade you to worship their disgusting gods, and you will be unfaithful to the LORD. (Dt 20:10–18)

· The LORD told Moses, “Before you die, make sure that the Midianites are punished for what they did to Israel.” Then Moses told the people, “The Lord wants to punish the Midianites. So have our men prepare for battle. Each tribe will send a thousand men to fight.” ... The Israelites fought against the Midianites, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. They killed all the men, including Balaam son of Beor and the five Midianite kings, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba... The Israelites captured every woman and child, then led away the Midianites' cattle and sheep, and took everything else that belonged to them. They also burned down the Midianite towns and villages. Israel's soldiers gathered together everything they had taken from the Midianites, including the captives and the animals. Then they returned to their own camp in the hills of Moab across the Jordan River from Jericho, where Moses, Eleazar, and the other Israelite leaders met the troops outside camp. ... You must put to death every boy and all the women who have ever had sex. (Nm 31:1–17)

· So he said to Moses, “Take the Israelite leaders who are responsible for this and have them killed in front of my sacred tent where everyone can see. Maybe then I will stop being angry with the Israelites.” Moses told Israel's officials, “Each of you must put to death any of your men who worshipped Baal.” (Nm 25:4–5)

· Later, Moses and the people were at the sacred tent, crying, when one of the Israelite men brought a Midianite to meet his family. Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron the priest, saw the couple and left the crowd. He found a spear and followed the man into his tent, where he ran the spear through the man and into the woman's stomach. The Lord immediately stopped punishing Israel with a deadly disease, ... (Nm 25:6–8)

· When he got home, he took a butcher knife and cut her body into twelve pieces. Then he told some messengers, “Take one piece to each tribe of Israel...” (Judg 19:29)

· Sisera went to the tent that belonged to Jael, Heber's wife. She came out to greet him and said, “Come in, sir! Please come on in. Don't be afraid.” ... Jael took a hammer and drove a tent-peg through his head into the ground, and he died. Meanwhile, Barak had been following Sisera, and Jael went out to meet him. “The man you're looking for is inside,” she said. “Come in and I'll show him to you.” They went inside, and there was Sisera — dead and stretched out with a tent-peg through his skull. (Judg 4:17–22)

· Samaria will be punished for turning against me. It will be destroyed in war — children will be beaten against rocks, and pregnant women will be ripped open. (Hos 13:16)

· And when these people read Jehu's second letter, they called together all seventy of Ahab's descendants. They killed them, put their heads in baskets, and sent them to Jezreel. When Jehu was told what had happened, he said, “Put the heads in two piles at the city gate, and leave them there until morning.” (2 Ki 10:7–8)

· They are evil, wicked, and greedy, as well as mean in every possible way. They want what others have, and they murder, argue, cheat, and are hard to get along with. They gossip, say cruel things about others, and hate God. They are proud, conceited, and boastful, always thinking up new ways to do evil. These people don't respect their parents. They are stupid, unreliable, and don't have any love or pity for others. They know God has said that anyone who acts this way deserves to die. But they keep on doing evil things, and they even encourage others to do them. (Ro 1:29–32)

· My friends, you did just like God's churches in Judea and like the other followers of Christ Jesus there. And so, you were mistreated by your own people, in the same way they were mistreated by their people. They keep us from speaking his message to the Gentiles and from leading them to be saved. The Jews have always gone too far with their sins. Now God has finally become angry and will punish them. (1 Th 2:14–16)

· These people are no better than senseless animals that live by their feelings and are born to be caught and killed. They speak evil of things they don't know anything about. But their own corrupt deeds will destroy them. They have done evil, and they will be rewarded with evil. (2 P 2:12–13)

So these are the instructions to act in the modern time, since the Bible, as already mentioned, is still valid today. This is very severe violence and a summon for killing. It is not essential this is mainly not being carried out (except in Rwanda, and maybe somewhere else), it is essential that this is still valid and binds all Catholics to such treatment.

12. The Catholic Church is stimulating national, racial, religious, and other types of inequality, which is evident from the following:

· it forbids the ordination of sexually active homosexuals and men who show strong liking for the same sex, or those who support the homosexual culture; namely, they cannot become priests (Delo, 12 November 2005);

· school office of the Catholic Diocese of Innsbruck forbade teaching religious education to one of its teachers for a year due to her getting divorced (Delo, 13 April 2005), which does not apply for other teacher profiles;

· the editor-in-chief and the director of the Slovene Catholic weekly "Družina" wrote in his article, titled "Why does the Church interfere with politics?": "When I refer to the Catholic Church, I'm referring to all the other churches and religious communities in our country" (Finance, 2. November 2006), an unauthorised statement on behalf of all the religious communities which put the latter in an unequal position;

· Vatican employees, clerics and lay persons are forbidden to enter organisations and associations which do not act in accordance with the spirit of the doctrine and discipline of the Catholic Church, and whoever disobeys will be immediately dismissed from service (Dnevnik, 1 July 1999), thus the persons in question, or at least the lay persons, are deprived of their fundamental right to freedom of association, which puts them in an unequal position towards the others;

· women are not acknowledged an equal position with regards to men, which is evident from the following statements, yet to be revoked:

· "The primary purpose of women is to satisfy the lustfulness of men." (Johannes Chrysostomos, 349–407, Greek Doctor of the Church)

· "Woman is a lesser being, not created in the image of God." "It is the order of nature for women to serve men." (St. Augustine, Father of the Church (354–430) – Augustine is considered to be one of the most important Doctors of the Church)

· "The fundamental value of a woman lies in her ability to give birth and in her capability in housework." (St. Thomas Aquinas, Doctor of the Church, 1225–1275)

· "A woman must cover her head, for she is not created in the image of God." (St. Ambrose, Doctor of the Church, 339–397)

· "A male fetus becomes a person in 40 days, whereas the female fetus requires 80 days." "Girls are made due to damaged seed and moist winds." (St. Thomas Aquinas, Doctor of the Church and patron of Catholic universities)

· "When you catch sight of a woman, think of her as the devil! She is some kind of hell!" (Pope Pius II, 1405–1464)

· "The nature defined women for common pleasure." (Capocrates, early Christian and founder of monasteries)

· "A woman is a mistake of the nature... with her excess of moisture and her lower temperature, she is physically and spiritually... inferior... some kind of crippled, missed, failed man... a full realization of the human species is only a man." (St. Thomas Aquinas, Doctor of the Church, 1225–1274)

· "The girls who wear mini skirts go to hell." (Jesuit Wild in the 20th century)

· "Women must not live near the church." (Synod of Coyaca, 1050)

· "A woman must not go where a priest is staying." (Synod of Paris, 846)

· "Priests who accommodate suspicious women for the night must be punished. The bishop must sell these women into slavery." (Second Synod of Toledo, 589)

· "Already women’s conscience of their own being must make them feel ashamed." (Clemens of Alexandria)

· "Women must not write and receive letters in their own name!" (Synod of Elviro, 4th century)

· "All women are weak and thoughtless. They find salvation only because of children." (St. Johannes Chrysostomos, 349–407, Greek Doctor of the Church)

The Slovene priest Jože Pacek seems to have followed the Church teachings as well, since he wrote in the Slovene Catholic weekly Družina (15 July 2001) that a woman is created as a helper to humans. 
A commentary is not necessary, especially not regarding the relation towards women, since the statements are very eloquent themselves. We live in the 21st century.

13. The Catholic Church stimulates violence and wars, what can be seen from the following:

· Bishop Andrea Gemma, who used to be the main exorcist of Vatican, announced that Vatican will soon take revenge at people who pretend to have sightings of Virgin Mary in Međugorje and finally finish with that disgrace for the Catholic Church (Delo, 4 June 2008). Međugorje experienced cursedness by Vatican on the same day, was written in the Slovene newspaper Indirekt. Cursedness and settling of matters according to Church teachings mean that all these people need to be removed, also violently, since God's excommunication or cursedness used to mean even a sentence of death in the past;

· that human violence, according to the opinion of Holy Seat, is the last choice to fight out a right (Družina, 22 May 2005), what is in inconsistency with the Article 63 of the Slovene Constitution that prohibits all kinds of stimulation of violence and war – if stimulation of violence is prohibited, that also means that violence on its own is prohibited;

· that Pope John Paul II supported the war in Iraq, since he had stated that use of violence can only be the last choice (Delo, 17 March 2003), this means: war yes, but as the last choice or differently: if there is no other way, there can also be war. The US Archbishop for the Military Services O'Brien explicitly supported the attack on Iraq (Catholic Press Agency, 26 March 2003). The attack on Iraq in 2003 was in inconsistency with UNO documents, and it was based on conscious lies of the US administration regarding the Iraqi weapons of mass destruction;

· that Argentinian Archbishop for the Military Services Baseotto stated that the Argentinian Minister for Health should have been thrown in a river with a stone around his neck (Delo, 23 March 2005);

· that it stands on the viewpoint of a "rightful war" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2308, 2309), which means in practice that everything that is Catholic or in interest of the Church is rightful, and everything else is unjust and needs to be removed, also with violence and other unlawful methods. Every war is violent, also the so called rightful one. This is in inconsistency with Article 63 of the Slovene Constitution that prohibits all kinds of stimulation of war – if stimulation of violence is prohibited, that also means that violence on its own is prohibited. Or else: Can war be rightful at all?;

· that it teaches: "I will force out the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, but you must do what I command you today! Don't make treaties with any of those people. If you do, it will be like falling into a trap. Instead, you must destroy their altars and tear down the sacred poles they use in the worship of the goddess Asherah. I demand your complete loyalty — you must not worship any other god!
(Ex 34, 11–14)"

The history of the Catholic Church is full of wars and violence, as it was shown more in detail above. This violence can last longer, but more sophisticated and more hidden than in the past times. The Church did not resign from that, which can also be proven by the fact that its teachings remained unchanged from the beginning on. The Catholic Church even takes part in wars or war fights in the modern time (Independent Country of Croatia – mass murder of the Orthodox in Jasenovac, Argentina and cooperation with the army juntas, Rwanda – cooperation at murders of Tootsies).

14. The Catholic Church is spreading national, racial, religious and other kinds of hate or intolerance or persecution, what can be seen from the following:

· the Catholic Church proclaimed Andrea Rivero, the announcer at the 1st May concert in Rome, a terrorist, because he stated that he can not stand the fact that Vatican turned down the funeral of Welby, a man with multiple sclerosis, who was allowed to die. (Dnevnik, 8 May 2007);

· the director of the Polish Catholic Radio Marija, priest Tadeusz Rydzyk, one of the richest Poles – his property, managed through monasteries, founded and governed by him, is estimated to about 77 million EUR (Dnevnik, 4 August 2007) – was spreading hate in Poland to such an extent that he was blamed even by the pope himself (Delo, 10 August 2007);

· the Polish Catholic radio station Radio Marija is spreading antisemitism (Delo, 5 June 2006);

· at his first general audience in 2007, Pope Benedict XVI described all non-believers as forces of the dark and evil (Mladina, 27 January 2007);

· Pope Benedict XVI announced to the believers that Christianisation of others and different ones is an inalienable right and duty of the Catholic Church and that evangelisation is the main task of the Church; the main dangers the Catholics have to mercilessly fight against are materialism, relativism and laicism. Within the fight against such evil, Catholics should never bend or compromise (Delo, 19 May 2008);

· Cardinal Franc Rode stated: "I have better things to do than to occupy myself with that damned Slovene politics." (Dnevnik, 10 April 2007);

· Archbishop Angelo Amato described weddings of people of the same sex as pure evil, and abortion and euthanasia as terrorism with a human face (Mladina, 26 April 2007);

· priest Dr. Ivan Štuhec stated that Jews make big stupidities these days and are worthy of many condemnations (Večer, 11 February 2008);

· translator and painter Pavel Ferluga, who is also publishing his work in the Catholic weekly Družina, has written: "Because – let's be honest – spreading the Islamic creed in Slovenia is a crime more serious than "desecration" of Qur'an, as it sets the foundation for terrorism and separation of the nation with a two thousand-year-old tradition of Christianity on our soil. The mere separation of the Slovenian people into two religions of such distinction represents incitation to genocide." (Demokracija, 23/2005);

· that in 2005 approximately 15,000 Croatian children conceived with the help of medicine were defined as "a thing" through the Croatian Conference of Bishops (Delo, 7 February 2005);

· Franc Rode, Archbishop Metropolitan, stated in 1997: "There is the disgraceful Article 55 of the Slovenian Constitution that actually serves as dishonour to our country..." (Mladina, 25 November 2006);

· that Cardinal Franc Rode purported, that, as a nation without the Catholic religion, the Slovenians do not have a future, and that more lives are destroyed by the Slovenian gynaecology clinics than by Slovenian roads (Mladina, 25 November 2006);

· that Dr. Štuhec, a priest, labelled the Tibetan Buddhist Congregation Dharmaling as a Trojan horse, due to the fact that one of the writers of the so-called "Gulič Law" (Law on Religious Freedom and Religious Communities proposed by Mr. Gulič, member of the Parliament) was a Buddhist (Dnevnik, 9 June 2006);

· that Archbishop Franc Rode (Jana, 24 October 2006) 

· said about the people who do not go to Church that they are "German Shepherds";

· he stated that the ones, who do not have Christian education, "stare in museums as idiots, what they in fact are";

· that Archbishop Franc Rode stated: "Whoever wants to benefit the Slovenian nation, whoever wants to be a true Slovenian, needs to be a Christian or at least denoted by the Christian culture." (Mag, 17 September 1997);

· that Archbishop Perko stated that "there will be no mercy for impenitent non-believers" (Jana, 24 October 2006);

· that Cardinal Ratzinger declared with regards to rock and roll: "Rock and roll is a distinctive means of anti-religious atmosphere. It is a secular version of the old ecstatic religion that enables a person to lower the limits of individuality and personality in order to be freed of the burden of consciousness (Mladina, 25 April 2005);

· that Cardinal Ratzinger stated in his Dominus Iesus declaration that Roman Catholic Church is the only Church of Christ, which enraged the other members of the Church of Christ (Mladina, 25 April 2005);

· that Silvio Berlusconi, a Catholic, also Italian Prime Minister, stated that Christianity is better than Islam (Mladina, 23 May 2005);

· that Domokos Janosa, a Catholic priest from Hungary, accused a 75-year-old pensioner who "boycotted" the Church because she opposes politicising of preachers during pre-election campaign of high treason (Delo, 18 April 2006);

· that it stated in pamphlets distributed in some Hungarian rural parishes that all voters who do not vote for the leading right-wing politically party Fidesz-MPSz in 2006 will be summoned before the strict Tribunal of God (Delo, 18 April 2006);

· that in 2002 some priests in Hungary declared all socialists to be followers of "demonic and devil's" party (Delo, 18 April 2006);

· that in March 2008 Pope Benedict XVI publicly baptised Magdi Allam, a Muslim and an Egyptian-born Italian journalist, who supports Israel and is a public adversary of Islam, which "humiliated and offended the Arabs and Muslims" (Delo, 27 March 2008);

· that Cardinal Giacomo Biffi denominated vegetarians, animal rights campaigners, pacifists and those who advocate dialogue with the Orthodox and Anglican Churches as Antichrists (Mladina, 20 March 2000);

· that in a lecture at the University of Regensburg Pope Benedict XVI quoted a more than 600-year-old statement made by the Byzantine emperor Manuel II in a conversation with a Persian scholar: "Show me just what Muhammad brought that was new, and there you will find things only evil and inhuman, such as his command to spread by the sword the faith he preached", which denigrated the Muslims and stirred riots all around the world (Delo, 16 September 2006);

· that Geert Wilders, member of the Dutch Parliament, raised in Catholic spirit, released Fitna on the Internet, in which Islam is equated with violence (Dnevnik, 12 April 2008), a film that stirred much agitation in the Muslim world;

· that Karl Lehman, the President of the German Conference of Bishops, pointed out that "it is our duty to confront our Muslim counterparts without accusations and arrogance also with the fact that violence motivated by religion is a phenomenon mainly – however, not exclusively – connected with Islam" (Delo, 21 September 2006). The statement is, of course, far from the truth;

·  that Pope John III (561–574) execrated all the vegetarians and declared it at the First Council of Braga (Portugal). He stated: "If anyone considers meat, given by God for people to consume, as impure and renounces it, he will be accursed." (Društvo za osvoboditev živali in njihove pravice, Živalim sovražna Hieronimova Biblija, p. 17). Due to this anathema, tremendous suffering is imposed on animals bred for slaughter, and in addition millions of vegetarians all around the world are condemned to hell because of it. Thus people who do not consume meat for ethical reasons and consequently do not cause suffering to animals are condemned to hell by the Catholic Church and ridiculed by it. Due to its thousand-year-old support of cattle breeding, the Catholic Church is the main culprit for destruction of environment and climate, which are proven to be influenced by the mentioned activity, and is held accountable for many diseases caused by meat and cattle breeding. In view of its predominance in the western culture, if the Church renounced cattle breeding and consumption of meat, we would not have to face severe problems concerning the environment, climate and diseases today. Its word against slaughtering animals would have an extreme echo. Thus it would also follow its own commandment Thou shalt not kill which clearly states that no animal may be killed either, as it is not formed as "You must not kill humans, but it is permitted to kill animals". It would also end the suffering and denigration of animals. Each year 45 million animals are killed for food, 30 million of that in Slovenia. Vegetarianism would solve a great deal of social problems, including hunger. Namely: 9 kg of grain is required for production of 1 kg of beef. How many people can you feed with a single kilo of beef and how many with 9 kilos of grain? More than 10,000 people die of hunger every day;

· that it used to and continues to incite hatred towards Jews with its claims. Some of these statements that have yet to be revoked:

· The Jews have to wear an identification sign on their clothes. 

· "Therefore, that they may not, under pretext of error of this sort, excuse themselves in the future for the excesses of such prohibited intercourse, we decree that such Jews and Saracens of both sexes in every Christian province and at all times shall be marked off in the eyes of the public from other peoples through the character of their dress." (Fourth Lateran Council, 1215) 

· Jews may not build synagogues. (Council of Oxford, 1222)

· Jews are not allowed in the streets on Christian holidays. (Third Synod of Orléans, 538) 

· Christians are not permitted to live in Jewish homes. (Synod of Narbonne, 1050) 

· Jews are not permitted to be plaintiffs or witnesses against Christians in the courts. (Third Lateran Council, 1179) 

· The Jews are allowed to live only in Jewish ghettos. (Synod of Breslau, 1267) 

· Jewish claims against Christian debtors will be confiscated. (Nürnberg, 14th century) 

· It is not unjust by the Church to have the power of disposal over their property, as Jews are slaves of the Church. (Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica) 

· Jews are slaves by nature, insane, Devil's servants, murderers, their leaders are criminals, their judge’s scoundrels and according to St. Ephraem, Doctor of the Church, they are ninety-nine times worse than non-Jews. 

· It is a strict duty of conscience of each Christian to suppress the degenerated Judaism. (Bishop Göllner from Linz, 20th century) 

· The Jews are not allowed to employ Christian servants. (Third Synod of Orléans, 538) 

At the Third Lateran Council (1179) the Church even accursed or excommunicated the Christians that dared to live with the Jews. Teachings of the Church served as the foundation for prosecution and destruction of Jews throughout history, especially during World War II. "Hence today I believe that I am acting in accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator: by defending myself against the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the Lord", stated Adolf Hitler, a Catholic. Adolf Eichman, 1906–1962, SS–Obersturmbannfuehrer, who organised transport for Jews to concentration camps during the "Final Solution", said that he was performing his duty with a clear conscience and a faithful heart.

The abovementioned facts and statements speak for themselves and do not require any additional explanation. Despite all the statements, something needs to be emphasised again: " … Thus it needs to remove and eliminate with utmost care all that might in any way contradict faith or endanger salvation of souls. – For this reason the Church holds the authorities in its foundation entrusted by its founder, not merely the right, but an obligation, not only to endure, but to forbid and condemn any mistakes as required by integrity of faith and salvation of souls." (Anton Sterle: Vera Cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, No. 382) Perhaps a seemingly innocent matter portrays itself in relevant light.

15. The purpose, objectives and the manner of performance of religious teachings, the religious mission or other activities of the Catholic Church

are based on violence, i.e. violence means are employed, which is evident also from the following:

· that it supported the military dictatorship of general Videl in Argentina, who openly emphasised his affiliation to the Catholic Church, in which Catholic generals ordered 12,000–30,000 of their political adversaries to be killed between 1976 and 1983. In addition to this, around a million of people were exiled, numerous concentration camps established, new ways of torture invented, many children taken away from their "politically inappropriate" parents. Bloodshed was justified in the name of religion as "purification of Argentina with a Jordan of blood". One of the ways of killing was throwing tied people from helicopters into the sea. Every Wednesday for two years, from 1976–1978, from the altitude of several thousand meters, 2000 political prisoners were eliminated. The Catholic Church was aware of concentration camps and killings. According to a Catholic chaplain, all the killings were of Christian nature (Razgledi, 1 October 1997);

· that the Argentinian police chaplain Christian von Wernich was involved in 7 cases of murder, 31 cases of torture and 42 cases of abduction during the Argentinian military regime and was sentenced to life imprisonment before the court in Argentina (Delo, 11 October 2007).

· that Marie Theopisto Mukarubibi, a Catholic nun, murdered and starved patients to death in a hospital where she worked during the Rwandan genocide in spring 1994 in which nearly a million people were killed within a hundred days, and was sentenced to 30 years in prison before the court 
(Večer, 10 November 2006);

· that a priest Athanase Seromba, who fled to Florence in 1997 after the killings, and two Rwandan nuns, sister Maria Kisito Mukabutera and sister Gertrude Mukangango were convicted in Belgium for delivering more than 7000 Tutsis to authorities to be slaughtered in the southern parts of Rwanda (Polonca Zor: Varnostna vloga Vatikana v mednarodni skupnosti, Diploma Thesis, Univerza v Ljubljani, Fakulteta za družbene vede, 2006 and 24ur.com, 13 December 2006);

· that a Catholic priest was involved in the genocide in Nyange by ordering a church hiding 2000 Tutsis to be destroyed by bulldozers and each person trying to escape to be killed, thus killing all the people who took refuge in it, for which he was sentenced to 15 years in prison before the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) (24ur.com, 13 December 2006);

· that a number of Hutu Catholic leaders played an important role in the 100-day massacre of Tutsis and moderate Hutus (24ur.com, 13 December 2006). Thus, for example, Hutu death squads were led into Tutsi refugee camps inside Catholic churches, supplied with gasoline in order to burn Tutsis alive, took part in shooting and raping the population (Polonca Zor: Varnostna vloga Vatikana v mednarodni skupnosti, Diploma Thesis, Univerza v Ljubljani, Fakulteta za družbene vede, 2006). As many as 30 representatives of the Catholic Church were imprisoned in Rwandan prisons and two priests already sentenced to death (Dnevnik, 15 September 1999);

· that Bishop Misago, the highest Catholic official, was accused before the Rwandan court of planning the genocide with high political and military officials, delivering priests and other civilians to firing squads and abducting 30 female students entrusted into his care (Polonca Zor: Varnostna vloga Vatikana v mednarodni skupnosti, Diploma Thesis, Univerza v Ljubljani, Fakulteta za družbene vede, 2006 in Dnevnik, 15 September 1999);

· that Catholic army chaplains were involved in the genocide of Croatian fascists over Orthodox Serbs between 1941–1943;

· that a Catholic tribe of Igbo in Nigeria attacked, killed and butchered at least 50 Muslims (Dnevnik, 1 March 2000 and Polonca Zor: Varnostna vloga Vatikana v mednarodni skupnosti, Diploma Thesis, Univerza v Ljubljani, Fakulteta za družbene vede, 2006);

· that during the Counter-Reformation period it burnt Protestant books, prosecuted and physically destroyed the Protestants (Večer, 20 June 1998);

· see also Article 9 of this explanation;

endangers life or health, as is evident from the following:

· that in 2004 Josip Stefančić, a Croatian priest, threatened visitors of the Buk pub in the middle of Slunj with a hunting rifle and under the influence of alcohol (Dnevnik, 17 November 2004);

· that in 1976 Annelise Michel from Klingenberg, Germany, died of malnutrition caused by several months of exorcism (Sobotna priloga Dela, 1 March 2008);

· that the Catholic Church holds a large number of priests that have, and some of them still do, sexually abused children, leaving several thousands of abused children all around the world with severe mental health consequences. Of course, there are many Catholic laymen who abuse children;

endangers the rights and freedoms of members of other churches and other religious communities or other persons in a way that greatly undermines the human dignity, which is also evident from the following:

· that the Catholic Church held around 6000 forced workers during World War II in Germany (Delo, 11 April 2008);

· that in 1962 by issuing a document titled Crimine Solicitationis the Vatican ordered cover-ups of sexual abuses committed by priests, preventing the cases from leaking into the public and binding the Church staff and its high officials to unconditional secrecy of information regarding sexual crimes and their victims, under the threat of severe punishment, including excommunication (IUS Software, 20 August 2003 and Mladina, 7 October 2006);

· that, according to Carla del Ponte, the former Chief Prosecutor in the Hague, certain circles within the top ranks of the Catholic Church in Croatia and the city of Vatican have assisted in hiding or escape of Croatian general Gotovina, who is on the list of suspects of the war crime tribunal in the Hague (Mladina, 26 September 2005);

· that some of Croatian bishops declared Carla del Ponte, the former Chief Prosecutor in the Hague, to be a "frustrated woman" for her courage to point out that the Vatican was involved in hiding the accused general Gotovina;

· that through its priest Janez Osvald from Laporje it declared on abortion: "Lord, we deliver the aborted children and their fathers and mothers to your mercy. Give them eternal rest and may perpetual light shine on them." "It is 100-times a greater sin to kill an unborn child than to slaughter your own mother." (Mladina, 7 July 2007) This is a severe case of denigration of women;

· that Pope Benedict XVI stated that the Brazilians converted to Christianity on their own accord (Dnevnik – Svet, 15 May 2007) and that the Native Americans "secretly wanted" to become Christians 500 years ago, which is extremely disrespectful, arrogant and a lie, as the truth is, as was already illustrated, utterly different;

· that the leader of the Mexican Catholic Association for the Freedom of Choice, who supported legalisation of abortion in Mexico City, received a number of death threats and commented on them as follows: "This is a result of the hate that is being shown by the Church." (Direkt, 26 April 2007);

· that after World War II it supported the fleeing Nazi war criminals and helped around 50,000 of them to hide in South America through Vatican (Mladina, 22 December 2006);

· that it prohibited the teachings of reincarnation of the soul by accepting the following excommunication at the regional Church council in Istanbul (543): "Whoever claims or believes that souls used to pre-exist (praeexistere) in the form of spirits and holy powers which grew weary of the sight of God and have turned to evil, thus becoming cold in their love to God and designated "souls" (= cold), and were sent to bodies as a punishment, will be excommunicated (Anton Sterle: Vera cerkve, Mohorjeva družba Celje, 1997, No. 325). With this the Catholic Church has directly interfered with the religious freedom by accursing anyone who believes in reincarnation. Damnation represents excommunication from society and other aspects already mentioned regarding excommunication. This is indeed a case of endangering those who believe in reincarnation, as Catholic teachings dictate elimination of every individual against the Church – a group which people believing in reincarnation certainly belong to.

The abovementioned statements, events and facts speak for themselves, as well. If they are considered through the notion of elimination and excommunication of everything that contradicts religion or in any way endangers salvation of souls on the part of the Church, the subject will get an even worse negative connotation.

16. Grave danger of the Bible, namely the fundamental and principal source of Catholic Church, is also evident from various statements made by evangelical pastors or members of the American Christian Right whose activities are also based on the Bible. Some of these statements:

· Soon after 11 September Franklin Graham announced Islam as "an evil and malicious religion". (Mladina, 23 September 2006)

· Pat Robertson said Muslims are "demonic", "satanic", and worse than Nazis: "Adolf Hitler was bad; however, what Muslims are trying to do to Jews is even worse." 

· Jerry Falwell blamed "feminists, gays, and lesbians" for the attack on the WTC (World Trade Centre), and also said: "I believe Muhammad was a terrorist". I have read enough to know he was a violent man, a man of war."

· Pat Robertson publicly summoned American authorities to issue an order for the murder of the Venezuelan President Chavez. (Dnevnik, 25 August 2005)

· Becky Fischer is telling children about "the truth" on abortion and homosexuality. Ten-year-old children pray for the prohibition of abortion and worship the picture of American President Bush – everything to become "spiritual warriors" who will later on help others discover the real God. The abovementioned preacher summons children to be radical at least to the extent of Muslim children in Palestine and Pakistan. (Direkt, 27 September 2006)

· John Hagee proclaimed the Catholic Church as "a big whore" spreading "the ungodly theology of hatred". He also insinuated Jews deserved the holocaust since they killed Christ, and he also mentioned the Qur'an states how Muslims should kill Christians and Jews. (Delo, 15 May 2008) 

Otherwise, many Christian communities in the USA are claiming the Bible should be understood literally. What is written on this subject in the Bible? "Ye shall observe to do therefore as the LORD your God hath commanded you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left." (Dt 31:1) The Bible thus supports their actions.

17. As reported by Žurnal24 (11 December 2007), inconceivable crimes against children are conducted in the name of Christianity in Africa. In a small Nigerian country named Akwa Ibom, Evangelical pastors are accusing none other than children from infants to teenagers of witchcraft. In a raving state of madness and fear parents and villagers vent their rage on a child accused of witchcraft by the pastor. Therefore children are often burned, poisoned, buried alive, whipped, spilt with acid, or chained to a tree and left there by their parents. Then parents pay their pastor for "redemption". During the last years, approx. 5,000 children have been murdered or have vanished. One of the pastors states their religion is based on the Bible, they are led by the Holy Spirit, and they have a programme for revealing false religion and witchcraft. Evidently the abovementioned pastors act according to Biblical teachings on witchcraft since the Bible states: "Death is the punishment for witchcraft." (Ex 22,18). Here one of the most clear and direct evidence of outstanding damage of the Bible, especially of the Old Testament, is mentioned.

18. The Bible is, in one way or another, part of the war in Iraq. In the first weeks following the attack in 2003, Evangelical missionaries came to this country armed with ten thousands of copies of the Bible with the intention of converting Muslims to Christians. The effect should be the opposite whereas the Iraqis consider all of this as crusades. American Evangelists also use other wars and catastrophes to spread their religion (Mladina, 14 October 2006). Since 2003, more than 15 new churches were founded on Iraqi ground in order to obtain new believers. In the same issue of Mladina it was written that on his tours the American President Bush is explaining the attack on Iraq and Afghanistan was recommended to him by God. Former German Chancellor Schröder spoke regarding this issue who in his book Decisions: My Life in Politics explained he was bothered by Bush's involvement of God in making political decisions, his fear of God, his perception of God as a supreme instance, and that he is concerned about all this. In regard to criticizing the great impact of religion on all profane matters in Islamic countries, Schröder warns the same is not noted with Christian Fundamentalists in the USA, though their interpretation of the Bible shows similar tendencies (Delo, 27 October 2006). Evidently the wars in Iraq as well as in Pakistan are both Holy Wars founded on the Bible since the Christian USA attacked two Muslim countries. The American President Bush is, of course, not a member of the Muslim Church, but of the Christian Church – Methodist Religious Community (Dnevnik, 14 June 2008). Consequences of both religious wars are unimaginable: several 100,000 people killed, a great number of injured, torturing, destroyed cities, ... 

Religion is returning to politics. American President Bush is the evidence for this since under constraint of the Christian Right he adopted some laws implementing moral norms from the Bible.
In Iraq, American soldiers have supposedly distributed coins with Christian religious verses. The American Army states this was done only by one soldier (Mladina, 6 June 2008).

19. It is also interesting that members of the Christian Democratic Party lead by Fred Nile, Member of the New South Wales Parliament (Australia) and known opposer of the Muslims, who has on account of the "fight against terrorism" frequently summoned for the prohibition of wearing Muslim head coverings and clothes for women, even engaged for freezing the immigration of Muslims to Australia, and founded a Committee for Public Affairs Education which lead a campaign against building Muslim schools in a city called Camden (Mladina, 30 May 2008).

20. According to Oliver Potežica, diplomat and Middle East expert, the Orthodox Mafia, which constantly terrorizes and murders people, also exists (Mladina, 23 May 2008). Evidently, the dangers originating from the Bible are not limited only to the West but also to the East. Therefore also to the Orthodox Church.

21. In Iran, throwing stones at people is fashionable again (Direkt, 16 July 2007). Many homosexuals and adulterers in this country are sentenced to death. In Iran, the Sheriat law is entering into force again, prescribing death by stoning, hanging, or other for the abovementioned actions. It is well known that Islam, Jewry, and Christianity have the same origin. All three religions have the Old Testament in common. This is as mentioned before very gory and violent. Therefore, the religious authority in Iran began to literally practise the bloody parts of their teachings again, which are ultimately the same as those of the Catholic Church. The death penalty on the account of homosexuality also exists in nine more countries (Večer, 31 July 2006).

22. Shot the Qur'an was the title of an article in Žurnal24 (19 May 2008). In the article it was written an American sniper who shot the Qur'an was sent home from Iraq. This upset the Iraqi people very much. The article did not indicate the religion of the sniper, however it is safe to assume he was a member of one of the Christian religions since the Bible may be found in almost every American home. It is doubtful this was done by a Muslim or a member of some Eastern Religion. Theoretically it could be done by atheists who are many times indoctrinated by bloody biblical teachings since some of them even became part of the consciousness of the community.

23. Wild masses obsessed with belief in witches in the vicinity of a town in Kenya has burnt 15 people and even more houses (Večer, 28 May 2008). It is significant this happened in an area where Protestant pastors are operating. 

24. It is also interesting Vatican was involved in forging Wikipedia information since someone removed the information from the page about Gerry Adams, the leader of the Irish Republican party – Sinn Fein, by using a computer in the Vatican, whereby the link for the newspaper article stating Adams' palm and fingerprints were found on the vehicle used for double murder in 1971 was removed (Dnevnik, 23 August 2007).

25. In the view of said or written statements it is clearly evident the actions of the Catholic Church are actions which are in contradiction with the Slovene Constitution and with democratic values of the modern society. The Church teachings especially mutilate human dignity as the foundation of all of its rights and freedoms or his freedom. Therefore, reasons for the prohibition of the pursuit of activities of this Church with regard to Article 12 of Slovene Religious Freedom Act are established. When the Catholic Church removes everything in contradiction with the Constitution and Legal Order in Slovenia including international legal acts, but mostly bloody Biblical and other texts, and desists with concrete unconstitutional acts it can again be registered as a religious community in Slovenia following the procedure provided by the Slovene Religious Freedom Act. As evident from Article 9 of this statement on grounds, the Catholic Church has never truly distanced itself from the violence it employs. So far they have also not modified their teachings. 

26. Prohibition of pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church is a measure taken to protect many Slovene inhabitants, but mostly the absolute power of the Slovene country and its people (Article 3 of the Constitution), against violent and unconstitutional acts and teachings of the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church wishes to be a country within a country, and is therefore becoming more and more politicized. The goal of the Catholic Church is the evangelization of the Slovene country, and ultimately to convert Slovenia into a Catholic country, as quoted by Tine Hribar, PhD (Delo, 15 December 2007). This would be in severe contradiction with the Slovene Legal Order and inconsistent with the principle of separation of the country from religious communities as quoted in Article 7 of the Constitution. Ultimately, the Church would probably not decline using force in pursuit of its goals as it has already done in history. Therefore we suggest the proposal is adopted and an appropriate application is submitted to the State Prosecutor along with a proposition to file a suit for the prohibition of pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church to the Administrative Court. This is justified especially since a complaint was filed against the artistic tandem Eclipse for supposedly carrying out a performance about a year ago which was insulting to religious feelings. The artists paraphrased the motive of Mary the patron of Ptuj Mountain in a soft pornographic manner. If you responded in this manner in the case of the tandem Eclipse, it is evident such response is also needed in the case of the Catholic Church especially since the conduct of this tandem is not at all comparable with the activities of the abovementioned Church. 

27. When answering the question whether to ban the pursuit of activities of the Catholic Church we can also assist with the following question: Would the country or its Government Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Religious Communities register a religious community or church submitting such programme or such teachings as those of the Catholic Church. If the Church in its fundamental texts and description of its beliefs submitted along with the registration to the abovementioned office stated that according to its teachings adulterers, homosexuals, those beating their parents, and other people conducting similar activities (see Item 11 of statement of grounds) should be killed. Evidently such an organisation could not be registered. If we, within this scope, remember the golden rule stating: "Do not do unto others as you would that they should do unto you", this answer can only be more solid.

28. It is fact a procedure for the prohibition of activities of the AKP governing party (Justice and Development Part) led by Prime Minister Recapa Tayyipa Erdogana is in progress in Turkey. The State Prosecutor believes the Party in power since 2002 is a nest of antisecularism in the country, and that the Party wants to implement the Sheriat law and therefore covert Turkey into a religious country. The Prosecutor of the Constitutional Court which has already received a decision to consider the claim for prohibition of the abovementioned Party demands the prohibition of all political activities for the period of five years for 71 leading members of the party including the President of the country and the Prime Minister. It is probably not possible to compare roles or the meaning of the abovementioned party to the Catholic Church. The case of the AKP party clearly indicates how dangerous the conjunction of religion and politics is.

29. We summon you to inform us what actions you will take or what actions you have already taken based on this proposal which according to its content is an initiative or petition in regard to Article 45 of the Constitution.

Association for the Protection of Constitution and the Victims of the Church

Sources:

– quoted within the text

– Sailer Christian, LL.D, Hetzel Gert-Joachim, LL.D: Kommt die Bibel auf den Index jugendgefährdender Schrichten? (Will the Bible be placed on the Index of Writings dangerous to youth), 2000, http://www.sailer-hetzel.com, Slovene translation of the brochure is available on the webpage http://www.zrtve-cerkve.org)
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